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Introduction 

A very special item for slide rule collectors is the “Position Line Slide Rule” with the German name 

“Höhenrechenschieber”.  This article deals with some practical aspects of collecting these items. 

Models 

Restricted to the German devices produced by Dennert & Pape during WWII using the codename 

GWR and later on with the brand name Dennert & Pape, three models HR1, HR2 and MHR1 were 

found. 

A practical description for some of them was given by Pohlmann [1].  Theoretical discussions are 

published mainly by two authors Savoysky [2] and van Riet [3].  Van Riet also gives a list of produced 

models with their serial numbers, year of production and some known examples. 

Collecting 

Main sources for collecting these devices are auctions dealing with navigational, military and 

calculating objects.  However these items are very scarce. 

In order to collect serial numbers and to compare them with the theoretical list from van Riet in [3] 

an internet search was done over several years. For completeness one should include the serial 

numbers for existing models in museums and in private collections – if available.   

Table 1 gives a list of found serial numbers for MHR1, subsequently Table 2 gives a list of found serial 

numbers for HR1 and Table 3 gives a list of found serial numbers for HR2.  Note that the given known 

serial numbers by [3] are not included. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Serial Number Year of observation Country Internet site 

28194  USA Ebay 

86619 2012 Canada  

86709 2015 Germany Ebay 

86789 2015 UK Ebay 

86815 2015 USA Ebay 

86856 2013 private   

90065 2012 USA Ebay 

90099 2015 UK Ebay 

90106 1994 UK Christies 

90143 1984 USA  

90289 2013 Germany Kpemig 

90341  UK Museum 

90351 2011 USA Ebay 

90366 2012 Belgium Ebay 

90406 2015 USA Ebay 

90576  Germany Google 

90669 2013 Germany Kpemig 

90845 2015 France  

90867 2011 private   

nn 2001 France Auction 

nn 2015 France Ebay 

      
Table 1 List of found serial numbers for MHR1 

 

Serial Number Year of observation Country Internet site 

33264 2013 private   

56069    Google 

56399 2016 Norway  

56518  USA Ebay 

56690 2016 Finland Museum 

83320 2014 France Ebay 

83342 2014 Germany Ebay 

83386    Worthpoint 

83455 2014 France Ebay 

83817 2015 Germany Ebay 

83849 2013 Austria Ebay 

83854  UK Museum 

83888 2015 Germany Ebay 

nn 2011 Germany Ebay 

Table 2 List of found serial numbers for HR1 



Serial Number Year of observation Country Internet site 

87265 2015 Germany Ebay 

nn 2011 UK Ebay 

 

Table 3 List of found serial numbers for HR2 

 

Sometimes there is a lack of information indicated by a blank cell; if the serial number was not 

known it is replaced by “nn”, though the item itself was observed.  It is easy to see that the found 

serial numbers fit into the theoretical database given in [3].  Uncommon serial numbers are noted in 

red. 

For the items labeled “GWR” obviously neither catalogue nor a pricelist was found.  For items 

without this label a search was done in different catalogues and pricelists of Aristo.  The 

“Höhenrechenschieber” [Position Line Slide Rule] was indeed found with the consistent catalogue 

number of Nr.510. 

Figure 1 is a reprint of a Dennert & Pape instruction sheet present in the box of St.-Nr. 33264 with 

the mention 

 Nr.510  Höhenrechenschieber mit Metallschutzbehälter  Price RM 120.00 

This means “Position Line Slide Rule with metal container”.  RM stands for “Reichsmark” and this 

currency was used in Germany from 1924 until 1949. 

 

 

Figure 1 Extract from an instruction sheet for a HR1 by Dennert & Pape. 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 2 is a reprint of an Aristo price list 1952 [4] with the mention 

 Nr.510  Höhenrechenschieber HR1 für Navigation  Price DM 180.00 

Remarkable here is the model designation HR1 with the picture below. 

 

   Figure 2 Pricelist by Dennert & Pape. 



 

Figure 3 is a reprint of a 1957 pricelist [4] with mention 

 Nr.510  Höhenrechenschieber mit Holzkasten   Price DM 180.00 

 

Figure 3 Pricelist by Dennert & Pape (Aristo). 

 

 

 

 



Figure 4 is a reprint of a 1955 pricelist [4] with mention 

 Nr.510  Höhenrechenschieber mit Holzkasten   Price Fr. 195.00 

The last pricelist could be made for the Swiss market because the used language is German and the 

price indication is Fr. (Swiss francs). 

 

 

 

Figure 4 Pricelist by Dennert & Pape (Aristo). 

 



Description 

Because HR2 is rare to observe the description in this article deals only with HR1 and MHR1, though I 

have been able to observe all three items.  It can be concluded that in general model HR1 equals 

model MHR1.  So we used model 1 to refer to HR1 and MHR1 as well.    For model 1 some differences 

are observed. 

- Following the pricelist the box can be made of wood or metal.  Figure 5 shows the 

different holders with some details.  In case of a wooden box the nameplate, the lock and 

the hinge can be different.  

 

 

Figure 5a+b. MHR1 Werk-Nr.90667 gwr 

Wooden box with 1 lock.  Square model plate inside the box. 

The color of the information plate on the tube with rules and symbols is light yellow. 



 

 

 

Figure 5c+d+e HR1 St.-Nr. 33264 

 Wooden box with 2 locks.  Circular model plate inside the box. 

Details nameplate Dennert & Pape on top of the box. 

The color of the information plate with rules and symbols on the tube is white. 



 

 

 

      

 

Figure 5f.  MHR1 Werk-Nr. 86856 metal tube. 

The size of the serial number is slightly smaller than in Figure 5a. 

The color of the information plate with rules and symbols is grey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

- Figure 6 indicates that the language on the tube itself can be German or English. 

  

 

   

 

Figure 6. Two language versions: left Werk-Nr.86856; right St.-Nr.33264 

 

 



- The bottom of the tube can be labeled with code GWR or Dennert & Pape.  See Figure 7.  

 

  

 

Figure 7. Two different labels on the bottom of model 1. 

 

- A more surprising fact is illustrated in Figure 8 featuring Werk-Nr.86856. Here it can be 

observed that the character M is added in front of the notation HR1 making this device a MHR1.  

Note that the position of “M” and the color is slightly different regarding a normal labeled MHR1. 

 

  

 

Figure 8.  The character M added to HR1; two points of view of the same model plate. 



Addition 1: Instructions accompanying St.-Nr.33264. 

 



 



Addition 2: French instructions accompanying Werk-Nr.90867. These are the same as in [2].  Else 

only the heading is reprinted.  This item was found in Normandy France.   

 

 

 

Conclusion 

It can be concluded that MHR1 is similar to HR1.  Items labeled with “gwr” are produced for 

navigation during WWII.  Items labeled with “Dennert & Pape” are produced for use in navigation in 

general.  This may explain the English instructional text.  These items bear no conventional serial 

numbers.  The period of production is not known, although they appear in post-war catalogs. 

If the production quotes are well known another aspect, namely the production center, is intriguing.   

The headquarters of Dennert & Pape  (Aristo) was – and still is - located in Hamburg-Altona.  

 During WWII when production of army-related items was highly needed - and still later on because 

of war restrictions - production takes place in a part of the chocolate factory Suchard in Bludenz 

Austria. [5] [6]  Production of different slide rules and other items began here in July 1943. For 

example the amount of 880 Position Line Slide Rules (Höhenrechenschieber) were delivered to the 

German Navy “Kriegsmarine” in July 1944. [6]  

In late 1961 an additional production plant was build in Wörgl Austria. 
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